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Want to hear more?

The NKCA is part of the National Cancer Audit Collaborating Centre (NATCAN). If you want to find out more about
NATCAN visit our new website. If you would like to receive regular updates send us an email NATCAN@rcseng.ac.uk

Scoping exercise

In September, we held the first meeting of the National Kidney Cancer Audit Clinical Reference Group
(CRG). The CRG acts as an advisory group on topics such as audit priorities, study methodology,
interpretation and reporting of audit results, and implementation of quality improvement strategies and
recommendations. Its membership comprises a wide range of stakeholders, including professional
organisations and Royal Colleges, commissioners and patient charities involved in kidney cancer care
and advocacy.

The focus of the first meeting was on developing the audit scope and obtaining feedback from our
stakeholders. The initial versions of the scoping documents for all new audits, including kidney, will be
available on the NATCAN website soon. Look out for further announcements.

Welcome Tom and Ajay Data collection

Dr Tom Cowling, Associate The NKCA will not ask hospitals to collect any
Professor in the Department new patient data. Therefore, there is no need
of Health Services Research for NHS organisations to input data on patients
and Policy at LSHTM, is the through a separate data collection portal.
audit's new Senior

Methodologist. He has This is similar to the approach used by the

- previously worked on both prostate and lung cancer audit.

colorectal and prostate cancer audits, as well as
being involved in work related to COVID-19
projects as part of the OpenSAFELY
collaboration. Prior to that, he undertook a
fellowship focused on measures of patient
morbidity and the prognosis of cancer patients,
using national cancer and hospital data. He now
works jointly on the kidney and prostate audits.

All NATCAN cancer audits will utilise the
nationally mandated flows of data from
hospitals to the National Disease Registration
Service (NDRS) in NHSE and the Wales Cancer
Network in Public Health Wales. In the coming
months, each NATCAN audit will provide
information on the key data items in these
datasets for each cancer site. We encourage
hospitals to check these data items are being
completed and submitted regularly to NDRS or
the Wales Cancer Network.

Dr Ajay Aggarwal, Consultant
Clinical Oncologist at Guy’'s &
St Thomas’ NHS Trust and an
Associate Professor at LSHTM,
is NATCAN's new Clinical
Director. He brings extensive Audit presentation

experience to the role and is a Prof Grant Stewart, Clinical Lead (Urology), will
passionate advocate for driving improvements in be giving an update on the audit at the BAUS
the quality of NHS cancer services across the (British Association of Urological Surgeons),
disease spectrum, from diagnosis to treatment Oncology Annual Meeting, Tuesday 14th
and longer-term survivorship. November 2023 in Manchester.
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