
Key Indicators
1. Proportion of women diagnosed with ovarian cancer following an emergency admission

2.  Proportion of women diagnosed with ovarian cancer following an emergency admission who 
receive any treatment (surgery and/or chemotherapy)

Improving Treatment Rates for Emergency Admissions
National Ovarian Cancer Audit (NOCA) Quality Improvement Initiative

Why this matters
•Two in five women diagnosed with ovarian cancer are 
diagnosed following an emergency admission.
•Two in five women in England and three in ten in Wales 
who had an emergency admission 28 days prior to 
ovarian cancer diagnosis did not receive any treatment
•NOCA data shows variation in both emergency 
admissions & receipt of treatment across the 
gynaecological cancer systems (GCS).
•Higher rates of treatment for emergency admissions are 
associated with higher survival.

Our Goal
•Increase the proportion of women diagnosed with ovarian cancer after an emergency 
admission who receive any treatment (surgery and/or chemotherapy)

How we’re supporting GCSs
•Feedback letters to all the GCSs
•Aggregate data report to all the GCSs
•Sharing best practice: examples of potential actions 
presented by high-performing GCSs in a webinar organised 
with the British Gynaecological Cancer Society
•Providing provider-level results through the NOCA dashboard

What you can do
•Review your results on the NOCA dashboard
•Local meetings to discuss your performance 
and identify actions that can improve your 
treatment rates for these women 
•Share examples of improvement or good 
practice with the NOCA team

Together we can improve care
By working collaboratively, we can improve the treatment rates 
for women diagnosed following an emergency admission

Contact us:
natcan.org.uk/audits/ovarian
ovariancanceraudit@rcseng.ac.uk

Based on the 2025 State of 
the Nation (SotN) results 
emergency admission varied 
from 29.9% to 52.0% across 
the GCSs

Based on the 2025 SotN 
results receipt of treatment 
for emergency admissions 
varied from 62.0% to 87.8% 
across the GCSs

Melony Trott – Member of 

the NOCA PPI Forum

“It is great to see that the 

National Ovarian Cancer Audit are 

looking to improve the treatment rates of 

women who are admitted with ovarian 

cancer as an emergency. As an ovarian 

cancer patient, I was referred to the urgent 

ambulatory care service and then received 

surgery a month later and so have firsthand 

experience of how important it is to be 

treated within 28 days of diagnosis.”
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